Wanted: Skilled Volunteers for an Exciting and Challenging Initiative on Cultural Diversity
 

‘Living Cultural Storybases’ is an ambitious new non-profit organization created to nurture the oral heritage of minority cultures in a digital world. Two approaches are balanced: respectful engagement of endangered or indigenous communities and novel mobile digital technologies. Our aim is an appropriate solution to celebrate and share traditional stories and songs, reconnecting the generations in a dialogue around self-empowering narratives.  See http://ww.storybases.org
 

We are recruiting volunteers and students in the Bay Area for cultural research, software prototypes, promotional and development activities, linking with teams in the field. The ideal candidates would be passionate about our mission, self-organising, reliable, methodical, and eager for this unique opportunity to learn from diverse cultures around the world. This is a chance to gain invaluable experience of multidisciplinary team work during the incubation of a non-profit initiative.
Specifically we are looking for:

· Computer Science skills for early architectural designs of private cultural networks and the software prototyping of interactive audio-based systems and databases, e.g. based on wikis, blogs or podcasting.
· Project Communication and Fund Raising skills to help in sponsor diligence and relationships and the writing of eloquent and accurate grant proposals or project information
· Website Design skills to extend and maintain a multilingual website, both for external communications and as an internal project tool.
· Cultural Research and Impact Evaluation skills both to guide our understanding of minority cultures and their cross-comparison and to propose metrics or proxies for evaluating the strength of oral traditions and cultural heritage. We need to develop effective and innovative ways to measure such intangible goals, designing a flexible and responsive evaluation system sensitive to multiple stakeholders which can guide our prototyping engagements with local communities. 
 

For further information, please contact paul__rankin@hotmail.com (NB: 2 underscores) with a CV.
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